Name_________________________________

Period________

Oil Pastel Project

Level 1

80 points  

Oil pastels are very different from the pencils and colored pencils you have been working with this semester.  Oil pastels are made to be very blendable---they are soft, oily and designed to be mixed and spread together on the paper.  They are used by professional artists especially for these qualities.  For this project, you need to choose at least three colors and there should be evidence of blending of at least two colors in two different areas.  Your designs must fill the entire sheet---no paper should be left white.

One can also create textures by first applying bold color to the paper and then going over it with another color until it is completely covered.  Next, use a razor blade to scratch off the second color, revealing the color underneath.  It creates a result similar to a scratchboard.

By using a solvent (50/50 turpentine and linseed oil) with oil pastels, one can achieve results similar to painting without actually using brushes and paints.  This project will act as a bridge to acrylic painting since the techniques involved in the use of oil pastels possess qualities of both drawing and painting.  If you do not use solvent in your final project, please turn in a separate sheet showing your experimentation with solvent.

For the creation of your oil pastel project, you may use an original design or you may use a grid to enlarge a picture.  If you are laying out your drawing with pencil first, be sure to draw lightly, as light colors will not fully cover dark pencil marks.  Use large and flowing shapes and remember that you cannot do detail work in oil pastels!
Materials:

· Drawing paper (12 X 18”)

· Grid drawing supplies (optional)

· Eraser (for 2B pencil only)

· 2B pencil (for planning the composition)

· Oil pastels

· 50/50 Turpentine/linseed oil solvent (for blending)

· Razor (for scratching textures)

· Q-tips and cotton balls (for applying solvent)

Steps:

1) If you have never used oil pastels before, you should first practice on as much paper as you need.  See how they look and what kinds of effects you can achieve.  Experiment with the solvent and Q-tips.  Try layering colors and scratching.

2) Decide what you want to create for this project.  You may use an original (magazine or similar picture that you would like to enlarge) or you may use your own original design or idea.  You may use a grid to plan out your composition or draw free hand.  Oil pastels are best for working with larger, simpler shapes.  Trying to draw small details is nearly impossible.

3) Sketch and draw your picture with 2B pencil like you have done in the past, making sure to draw very lightly.  Pencil marks may show through lighter oil pastels if they are drawn too dark.

4) Begin adding thick or thin layers of oil pastels to your drawing and make use of razor blades for scratching and solvent for blending.  

5) If you finish your project early and wish to receive full points for this project, continue to practice your techniques or make another oil pastel creation.

6) Complete a self-assessment form and turn in your drawing(s).
Grading Rubric

Used at least 3 colors





12 

Blended two or more colors in at least two areas

12

Used solvent in project or turned in separate sheet 

showing evidence of experimentation



10 

Paper is completely filled




15 

Effort (based on working points)



16 

Assessment sheet






15








Total
80 points

