Name________________________________  Hour____

Acrylic Painting Complementary Colors Project

Level 1

Important vocabulary:

Complementary Colors:  Colors that are directly across from one another on the color wheel.  When mixed in equal amounts, a pair of complementary colors will create a shade of brown.  The three pairs are red/green, yellow/violet and blue/orange.  

Positive Spaces:  Shapes or forms in two- and three-dimensional art. 

Negative Spaces:  Empty spaces surrounding shapes and forms.  The shape and size of negative spaces affect the interpretation of positive spaces.  Negative spaces are also called ground.

Project Overview:

In this project, you will first paint the positive space.  This will consist of a tree branch that stretches across the entire 12 X 18” piece of paper.  It is very important that you allow branches to overlap so that many enclosed negative spaces are created.  Branches should extend all the way to the edges of the paper.  This area will be painted black or gray.  Alternatively, you may choose to create your own interesting stained-glass-like positive spaces as long as you leave plenty of enclosed negative spaces and your positive spaces are mostly linear (in the shape of lines).

The areas in between the branches will be the negative spaces.  You will choose a pair of complementary colors and use only these two colors to fill in the negative spaces.  A few negative spaces will be painted with the original colors.  Next, you will mix the two colors together in varying amounts to produce at least four new hues that you will use to paint the remaining negative spaces.

Grading Rubric

Stayed within the lines, mixed colors well, neatness, effort

15

Used only one of the pairs listed below to paint negative spaces
10

(red/green, orange/green, orange/blue, yellow/violet)

Created four new values from the pair of chosen colors and 

20

also included the two original colors.

At least 15 negative spaces appear in the design



10

Values “flow” from one end of the paper to the other


5










Total:
60 pts.

Step-by-step instructions:

1) Using a piece of pre-gessoed paper, use a 2B pencil to draw the provided tree branch, design your own tree branch shape, or create another linear design.  The design should fill the entire paper, creating at least 15 negative spaces to fill in.

2) Choose a complementary color scheme (or green and orange is also acceptable).  Start with a medium amount of one of the colors in your palette.  Dilute it with water and mix it thoroughly.  Hold your paper like a landscape rather than a portrait.  Paint one or two negative spaces on the left edge of the paper with this color.

3) Add a tiny amount of the second color of your complementary color pair to the same well that contains the first color.  Mix thoroughly and add more water if necessary.  You should have a toned-down version of the first color.  Paint about ¼ of your remaining negative spaces with this color, painting areas near the left edge of the paper only.

4) Add a little more of the second color of the pair to that same well and mix thoroughly.  You should now have a new color.  Paint another ¼ of the negative spaces with this color, painting areas near the middle left and not leaving any areas blank at the far left edge.

5) Start a new well and add a medium amount of your second color.  Add water and mix thoroughly.  Paint one or two negative spaces on the right edge of the paper with this color.

6) Add a tiny amount of the first color of your complementary color pair to this same well.  Mix thoroughly and add more water if necessary.  You should have a toned-down version of the second color.  Paint about ¼ of your remaining negative spaces with this color, painting areas near the right edge of the paper only.

7) Add a little more of the second color of the pair to that same well and mix thoroughly.  You should now have a new color.  Paint another ¼ of the negative spaces with this color, painting areas near the middle right and not leaving any areas blank at the far right edge.

8) If you have any blank spaces in the middle, you could still make a new shade by adding more of the appropriate complement to your wells.  Or use your pre-mixed shades to fill these areas in.

9) Once all the negative spaces have been painted, paint the positive space (the branch or linear design) gray or black.  If you want it to be gray, make sure you mix a large enough amount to cover the entire design.  Otherwise, it will be difficult to mix that exact shade again.

