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Color Schemes Reading Assignment

Level 1

Read the section on Color Schemes  found on pages 144-149 and answer the following questions in your notebook.  Use complete sentences.

1) How is the organization of colors similar to the organization involved in music?

2) Describe the effect of simultaneous contrast.

3) Look at figure 6.12.  The green used in the center squares of the upper two rectangles is actually the same shade of green.  How is our perception of this color altered when it is viewed on the lighter, yellow background?

4) What is a color scheme and why would an artist wish to use one?

5) Scan through the next few pages and make a list of the 6 color schemes we will be studying.  They are in red print.

6) What is a monochromatic color scheme?

7) In figure 6.13, Picasso chose to use a monochromatic blue color scheme.  Why do you think he chose blue to depict this scene?  What feeling is represented in this painting?

8) What are analogous colors?

9) Figure 6.14 shows an analogous color scheme.  What hue is shared by the colors red, red-orange, orange, yellow-orange and yellow?

10) Name the three main pairs of complementary colors.  Look at the color wheel in figure 6.16 to help you (remember, they are colors directly across from one another).

a)

b)

c)

11) What visual effect is created by placing complementary colors side-by-side?

12) How can you soften the vibrant visual effect of complementary colors?

13) What colors make up the primary triad?  Which colors make up the secondary triad?  Which triad is less disturbing to the eye?

14) What has the artist done to make the painting in figure 6.17 less disturbing to the eye yet still use a primary triad color scheme?

15) How do you determine a color’s split complements?

16) What would be the split complements for purple?  There is a color wheel on page 138 that might be helpful.

17) What are the warm colors?  Use figure 6.19 to make sure that you name all 6 colors.  What are some warm things that you associate with these colors?

18) What are the 6 cool colors?  What cool things do you associate with these colors?

19) Read the name of the painting shown in figure 6.20.  Why were warm colors a good choice for this painting?

